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• The dress of ethnic minorities in the eyes of
the empire since 18th century and beyond

• Why the dressing up project mattered so
much?

• The Miao of southwestern China
• The Ainu of Hokkaido



禮記·王制 [Book of Rituals]：

They had their hair unbound, and tattooed their bodies ... 
They wore skins of animals and birds, and dwelt in caves. 
(Legge [1885] 1966: 229).

中國戎夷，五方之民，皆有性也，不可推移。東方曰夷，被

發文身，有不火食者矣。南方曰蠻，雕題交趾，有不火食者

矣。西方曰戎，被發衣皮，有不粒食者矣。北方曰狄，衣羽

毛穴居，有不粒食者矣。

玀玀、猺、犵狫…



Yiguan Politics

• 衣冠 [lit., clothing, head-dress and cap]

• symbolic vocabulary employed in writings about China’s power 
structure

• The binary opposition between civilization and barbarity

• Split the world into humans and subhuman aliens

• The ‘civilized’ dwellers of Central Plain and the ‘barbarians’ of the 
frontier.

• bare feet（跣足）, twisted chignon atop of head（椎髻）and 
buttons fastening under the left arm（左衽）



Southwestern Frontier of Late 
Imperial China

• A place in between

• A place populated largely by the 

ethnically non-Han and culturally 

non-Chinese peoples

• A place is featured by the richness 

of ethnic distinction
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Miao Album
• Miao Album [苗蠻圖 ] and Fan Album [番夷圖]: ethnographic illustration of the 

frontier minorities, painted by the unknown folk artists

• 《柒拾贰苗全圖》（“劉甲本”），private collection；
• 《黔苗圖說》（“博甲本”）, Guizhou Provincial Museum；
• 《羅甸遺風·農桑雅化》, British Library；
• 《苗蠻圖冊》（“臺甲本”）, Academia Sinica;
• 《蕃苗畫冊》（“臺乙本”）, Academia Sinica;
• 《黔省諸苗全圖》, Waseda University；
• 《蠻苗圖說》, Waseda University;
• 《苗子風俗畫記》，Tobunken

• 大田南亩《琼浦又缀》[文化4年，1807]：“曲靖府夷人图。每图有记，记夷
人种类，衣服饮食等事，猡猺僰夷等，往往有之。余购得此图，贴于家。”



清·佚名《苗族生活图》纸本设色

The pictures illustrate the non-Han people in native costumes pursuing social activities as 
hunting, playing games, performing music (Black Miao), or showing the strange customs, 
habits, livelihood and so on (耕种渔猎、祭祀占卜、盗劫斗殴、婚丧嫁娶)



• Picture + text 
• Mixture of direct observation 

and second-hand information
• The function of Miao albums 

changed dramatically

《黔苗图说》（Harvard Yenchin Library）
《苗蛮图说》（Academia Sinica）



Short Skirt Miao
《黔省諸苗全圖》 , Waseda University Library
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清代佚名《丕翁先生巡視臺陽圖卷》1735年

Dressing up missions

Dress that came from the political center played an important role in the 
vertical power structure of core and periphery.



Guizhou’s Dress Reform (1936-1945)

• large- scale ethnic investigation
• promulgation of dress regulations

• ‘tonghua bianbao ’  同化邊胞（lit. 
assimilating the frontier brothers）

• The Sino-Japanese War (1937–1945) 
and the subsequent retreat 
southwestward with a large army and 
refugees

• Turn the Miao into modern citizens of 
the nation



• Sun Yat-sen and Zhongshan suit (中山装）
• National dress of Republican period
• Modified version of Japanese military 

uniform, with the origin in Prussia
• Sun Yat-sen’s political philosophy of 

‘Great Unity’(大同)
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Rethinking about Yang’s Dress Reform

• Power rivalries of Northeastern Guizhou

• Miao violence and turbulence
• The advent of Communist Party
• Center of British Missionary activities in late 

19th century



Flowery Miao of Weining, northeast of Guizhou

“We foreigners have never met 
Chinese officials before. General 
Yang is the first.”

• Use the ‘reformed minority’ 
as a buffer zone

• from ‘imperializing the ethnic’ 
to ‘nationalizing the ethnic’
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Body

NationDress

• ‘強服’, ‘弱服’, lit. ‘strong dress’ and 

‘weak dress’

• dress was no longer an issue of 

civilization vs barbarity, but a sign of 

whether or not the country could 

keep in line with the modernized 

Western world



Zhang Taiyan: The Soul of Yellow Emperor [1904]

“The spirit of the western suit lies in its martial vigor, character of
independence and freedom…It looks serious and solemn, whereas
Manchu costume loose and weak. (Changing clothes) has a lot to do
with race, it is not only for the convenience and comfort.”

章太炎《黄帝魂》：“西裝之精神在於發奮，在於雄武剛健，有獨立當

氣象，而無奴隸之根性。既講求西裝之精神，則不能不取法西人所謂政

學，法律，工藝，商農之美法，一一舉行之。西裝嚴肅而發皇，滿裝鬆

緩而衰懦，則與人種上有關，不獨取便於身體已也。”



村上岛之允蝦夷島奇観（1800）
东京国立博物馆藏



《日本书纪》卷七，景行天皇二十七年春二月，

“武内宿称自东国还之，奏言东夷之中，有日见高

国，其人男女椎结文身，为人勇悍，是总曰蝦夷。”

• 蝦夷地 -国地
• 松前藩（“蝦夷地之主”）
• 蝦夷绘
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Ishuretsuzo (A Series of Portraits of Ainu Chieftains ) 
by Kakizaki Hakyo（1763-1826）

• 蠣崎波響《夷酋列像》十二
帧 (1789)

• クナシリ、メナシの蜂起

• 松前广长：《夷酋列像
序》 :“旌旗⼀出，贼酋伏诛
者三⼗有余⼈，忠国⽽有功
者，⼀⼗有⼆⼈。”



小玉良貞《蝦夷絵》，児玉アリ藏
不著撰人《蝦夷人物図説》，早稻田大学图书馆藏

女真锦、軽物、反物、段物、卷物、段切、拾德

新井白石《蝦夷志》[1720]：“（库页岛）厥产青玉雕羽，杂之以蟒纹
文缯绮帛，即是汉物，其所从来，盖鞑靼地方而已。”

蝦夷锦



Tributary system of Northeast Asia

• Sino-centered tributary system
• Nippon-centered tributary system
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間宫林藏《東韃紀行》“德楞的进贡”

（1810）：“较高级官三人，坐于台上

三条凳上接受贡物，夷人脱帽，跪地叩

首三次，献上黑貂皮一张。贡礼毕，赐

予赏物。与喀喇达锦一卷，与噶珊达缎

类品四寻，与庶夷则为棉布四反，梳子、

针、锁、绸巾及红绢三尺许。”

The Ainu of Sakhalin, who kept a
dual-tributary relations both with 
Qing court and Tokugawa Bakufu
played a vital role between China 
and Japan.

不著撰人《蝦夷みやけ》



《三姓副都统衙门满文档案》“乾隆五十六年三姓副都统额

尔伯克为造具关领乌林清册之事咨吉林将军衙门”：

“女齐肩朝褂九套、无扇肩朝衣二十二套、朝衣一百八十八

套、缎袍一百零七套、蓝毛青布袍二千零七十一套，共需用

绸九匹，蟒缎二十二匹；彭缎六百八十七丈三尺，每三丈为

一匹，需彭缎二百二十九匹三尺。牧缎三百二十二丈一尺一

寸，每四丈为一匹，需妆缎八十匹二丈一尺一寸，闪缎五丈

四尺，每四丈为一匹，需闪缎一匹一丈四尺。红青缎二丈二

尺五寸，红绢六百三十一丈六尺五寸、绿绢二十二丈五尺。”
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International trading network for commodities of Northeast Asia



Ethnographic painting and colonial enterprise

Imperial Illustrations of Tributaries (《皇清职贡图》，1751)



Various People of the World (万国人物图)



• ‘ethnic others’ from inside and outside
• Ethnography as the image of ‘others’
• The ways we imagine and present ‘others’



Thank You


